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Appendix 
 

Suggested Films and Readings to Supplement PIA 2303 Required Readings 
 

The following is by no means a comprehensive list of the scholarly literature on the relevant 
topics.  The works noted, however, will provide a more comprehensive picture of the academic 
work on security issues as well as point you toward further arguments on and analysis of the 
topics we cover in this course.  Works are arranged chronologically rather than by theme or my 
subjective assessment of their intrinsic worth.  Those noted with an asterisk, however, are 
generally regarded as “classics” in the literature and are highly recommended. 
 
Week 1: Thinking about Security 
 

Charles Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 2010). 

Barry Buzan and Lene Hansen, The Evolution of International Security Studies (New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 2009). 

Elke Krahmann, “Security: Collective Good or Commodity?” European Journal of 
International Relations 14, no. 3 (September, 2008): 379-404. 

Christopher Layne, “The ‘Poster Child for Offensive Realism’: America as a Global 
Hegemon,” Security Studies 12, no. 2 (Winter, 2002): 120-164. 

*John Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: Norton, 2001). 
Roland Paris, “Human Security: Paradigm Shift or Hot Air?” International Security 26, 

no. 2 (Fall, 2001): 87-102. 
John Duffield, Theo Farrell, Richard Price, Michael Desch, “Correspondence: Isms and 

Schisms: Culturalism versus Realism in Security Studies,” International Security 
24, no. 1 (Summer, 1999): 156-180. 

Michael Desch, “Culture Clash: Assessing the Importance of Ideas in Security Studies,” 
International Security 23, no. 1 (Summer, 1998): 141-170. 

Stephen M. Walt, “International Relations: One World, Many Theories,” Foreign Policy, 
no. 110 (Spring 1998): 29-46  

*Richard Betts, “Should Strategic Studies Survive?” World Politics 50, no. 1 (October, 
1997): 7-34. 

*Peter Katzenstein, “Introduction: Alternative Perspectives on National Security,” in 
Peter Katzenstein, ed., The Culture of National Security (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1996): 1-32. 

*Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of 
Power Politics,” International Organization 46, no. 2 (Spring, 1992): 391-425. 

Richard Ullman, “Redefining Security,” International Security 8, no. 1 (Summer, 1983): 
129-153. 

*Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979). 
*John H. Herz, “Idealist Internationalism and the Security Dilemma,” World Politics 2, 

no. 2 (January, 1950): 157-180. 
*Hans Morgenthau, Politics among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace (New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1948). 
 



2 
 

Week 2: Strategy, War, and Coercion 
 
Film: 

 
 *** Dr. Strangelove, Or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb 

(1964) [Yes, it deserves three asterisks; if you haven’t seen it, you should drop 
everything and watch it.] 

 
Readings:  
 

Todd Sechser, “Goliath’s Curse: Coercive Threats and Asymmetric Power,” 
International Organization 64, no. 4 (Fall, 2010) 

Daryl Press, Calculating Credibility: How Leaders Assess Military Threats (Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 2005). 

Michael Brown, Owen Coté, Jr., Sean Lynn-Jones, and Steven Miller, eds., Offense, 
Defense, and War (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2004). 

Daniel Drezner, “The Hidden Hand of Economic Coercion,” International Organization 
57, no. 3 (Summer, 2003): 643-659. 

Robert Art, “Coercive Diplomacy: What Do We Know?” in The United States and 
Coercive Diplomacy, Robert Art and Patrick Cronin, eds., (Washington, DC: 
United States Institute of Peace, 2003): 359-420. 

Andrew L. Stigler, “A Clear Victory for Air Power: NATO’s Empty Threat to Invade 
Kosovo,” International Security 27, no. 3 (Winter, 2002/03): 124-157. 

Daniel Byman and Matthew Waxman, The Dynamics of Coercion: American Foreign 
Policy and the Limits of Military Might (New York: Cambridge University Press, 
2002). 

John Mueller and Karl Mueller, “The Methodology of Mass Destruction: Assessing 
Threats in the New World Order,” Journal of Strategic Studies 23, no. 1 (March, 
2000): 163-187. 

Charles Glaser and Chaim Kaufmann, “What is the Offense-Defense Balance and How 
Can We Measure It?” International Security 22, no. 4 (Spring, 1998): 44-82. 

Karl Mueller, “Strategies of Coercion: Denial, Punishment, and the Future of Air Power,” 
Security Studies 7, no. 3 (Spring, 1998): 182-228. 

Robert Pape, Bombing to Win: Air Power and Coercion in War (Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press, 1996) 

*Alan Beyerchen, “Clausewitz, Nonlinearity, and the Unpredictability of War,” 
International Security 17, no. 3 (Winter, 1992/1993): 59-90. 

*Geoffrey Blainey, The Causes of War, 3rd ed. (New York: Free Press, 1988). 
Paul Huth and Bruce Russett, “What Makes Deterrence Work? Cases from 1900 to 

1980,” World Politics 36, no. 4 (July, 1984): 496-526. 
John Mearsheimer, Conventional Deterrence (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1983). 
*Robert Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1981). 
*Robert Jervis, “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma,” World Politics 30, no. 2 

(January, 1978): 167-214. 
*Robert Jervis, Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1976): esp. Chapter 3. 
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Alexander George and Richard Smoke, Deterrence in American Foreign Policy: Theory 
and Practice (New York: Columbia University Press, 1974). 

Alexander George, David Hall, and William Simons, The Limits of Coercive Diplomacy 
(Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1971). 

*Thomas Schelling, Arms and Influence (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008 
[1966]): Remainder. 

*Thomas Schelling, The Strategy of Conflict (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
1960). 

 
Week 3: Nuclear Warfighting 
 
Films: 
 
 Crimson Tide (1995) 
 WarGames (1983) 

*Failsafe (1964) 
  
Readings: 
 

Pavel Podvig, “The Window of Vulnerability that Wasn’t: Soviet Military Buildup in the 
1970s – A Research Note,” International Security 33, no. 1 (Summer, 2008): 118-
138. 

*Lawrence Freedman, The Evolution of Nuclear Strategy, 3rd ed. (New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2003). 

Avery Goldstein, Deterrence and Security in the 21st Century (Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 2002). 

Richard Smoke, National Security and the Nuclear Dilemma (New York: McGraw-Hill, 
1992). 

*Fred Kaplan, Wizards of Armageddon (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1991). 
Robert Jervis, The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution: Statecraft and the Prospect of 

Armageddon (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1989). 
John Mueller, “The Essential Irrelevance of Nuclear Weapons: Stability in the Postwar 

World,” International Security 13, no. 2 ( Fall, 1988): 55-79. 
Kurt Gottfried and Bruce Blair, Crisis Stability and Nuclear War (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1988). 
Herman Kahn, Thinking about the Unthinkable in the 1980s (New York: Simon and 

Schuster, 1984). 
Herman Kahn, On Thermonuclear War, 2nd ed. (New York: Free Press, 1969). 

 
Week 4: Conventional Warfighting 
 
Films: 
 

Saving Private Ryan (1998) 
*Tora! Tora! Tora! (1970) 
The Longest Day (1964) 
Zulu (1964) 
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All Quiet on the Western Front (1930) 
 
Readings: 
 

Todd Sechser and Elizabeth Saunders, “The Army You Have: The Determinants of 
Military Mechanization, 1979-2001,” International Studies Quarterly 54, no. 2 
(June, 2010): 481-511. 

*Michael Beckley, “Economic Development and Military Effectiveness,” Journal of 
Strategic Studies 33, no. 1 (February, 2010): 43-79. 

*Risa Brooks and Elizabeth Stanley, eds., Creating Military Power: The Sources of 
Military Effectiveness (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2007). 

Risa Brooks, “An Autocracy at War: Explaining Egypt’s Military Effectiveness, 1967 
and 1973,” Security Studies 15, no. 3 (July-September, 2006): 296-430. 

Stephen Biddle and Stephen Long, “Democracy and Military Effectiveness: A Deeper 
Look,” Journal of Conflict Resolution 48, no. 4 (August, 2004): 525-546. 

*Stephen Biddle, Military Power (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004): 
Remainder. 

Michael Desch, “Democracy and Victory: Why Regime Type Hardly Matters,” 
International Security 27, no. 2 (Fall, 2002): 5-47. 

Michael O’Hanlon, “A Flawed Masterpiece,” Foreign Affairs 81, no. 3 (May/June, 
2002): 47-63. 

Douglas Porch, “Military ‘Culture’ and the Fall of France in 1940: A Review Essay,” 
International Security 24, no. 4 (Spring, 2000): 157-180. 

Stephen Biddle, “The Past as Prologue: Assessing Theories of Future Warfare,” Security 
Studies 8, no. 1 (Autumn, 1998): 1-74. 

Elizabeth Kier, Imagining War: French and British Military Doctrine between the Wars 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997). 

Stephen Peter Rosen, “Military Effectiveness: Why Society Matters,” International 
Security 19, no. 4 (Spring, 1995): 5-31. 

Stephen Biddle and Robert Zirkle, “Technology, Civil-Military Relations, and Warfare in 
the Developing World,” Journal of Strategic Studies 19 no. 2 (June, 1996): 171-
212. 

Carl Kaysen, “Is War Obsolete? A Review Essay,” International Security 14, no. 4 
(Spring, 1990): 42-64. 

*John Mueller, Retreat from Doomsday: The Obsolescence of Major War (New York: 
Basic Books, 1989). 

James Taylor, Lanchester models of Warfare (Arlington: Operations research Society of 
America, 1983). 

*Frederick William Lanchester, “Mathematics in Warfare,” in The World of 
Mathematics, James Newman, ed., (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1956): 
2,138-2,157. 

*Edward Shils and Morris Janowitz, “Cohesion and Disintegration in the Wehrmacht in 
World War II,” Public Opinion Quarterly 12, no. 2 (Summer, 1948): 280-315. 
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Week 5: Democratic Peace, Belligerence, and Strength 
 

Jason Lyall, “Do Democracies Make Inferior Counterinsurgents? Reassessing 
Democracy’s Impact on War Outcomes and Duration,” International 
Organization 64, no. 1 (Winter, 2010): 167-192. 

Benjamin Valentino, Paul Huth, and Sarah Croco, “Bear Any Burden? How Democracies 
Minimize the Costs of War,” Journal of Politics 72, no. 2 (April, 2010): 528-544. 

Michael Desch, Power and Military Effectiveness: The Fallacy of Democratic 
Triumphalism (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008). 

*Stephen Biddle and Stephen Long, “Democracy and Military Effectiveness: A Deeper 
Look,” Journal of Conflict Resolution 48, no. 4 (August, 2004): 525–546. 

Kenneth Shultz and Barry Weingast, “The Democratic Advantage: Institutional 
Foundations of Financial Power in International Competition,” International 
Organization 57, no. 1 (Winter, 2003): 3-42. 

Forum on Desch’s “Democracy and Victory,” International Security 28, no 1 (Summer, 
2003): 154-194. 

*Dan Reiter and Allan Stam, Democracies at War (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2003): Remainder. 

Michael Desch, “Democracy and Victory: Why Regime Type Hardly Matters,” 
International Security 27, no. 2 (Fall, 2002): 5-47.  

Bruce Russett and Jon Oneal, Triangulating Peace: Democracy, Interdependence, and 
International Organizations (New York: Norton, 2001). 

Dan Reiter and Allan Stam, “Democracy, War Initiation, and Victory,” American 
Political Science Review 92, no. 2 (June, 1998): 377-389. 

Dan Reiter and Allan Stam, “Democracy and Battlefield Military Effectiveness,” Journal 
of Conflict Resolution 42, no. 3 (June, 1998): 259-277. 

Christopher Layne, “Kant or Can’t: The Myth of the Democratic Peace,” International 
Security 19, no. 2 (Autumn, 1994): 5-49. 

Deborah Avant, Political Institutions and Military Change (Ithaca: Cornell University 
Press, 1994). 

*Zeev Maoz and Bruce Russett, “Normative and Structural Causes of Democratic Peace, 
1946-1987,” American Political Science Review 87, no. 3 (September, 1993): 
624-638. 

Bruce Russett, Grasping the Democratic Peace: Principles for a Post-Cold War World 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993) 

David Lake, “Powerful Pacifists: Democratic States and War," American Political 
Science Review 86, no. 1 (March, 1992): 24-37. 

Michael Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs, Part II,” Philosophy and 
Public Affairs 12, no. 4 (Fall, 1983): 323-353. 

*Michael Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs, Part I,” Philosophy and 
Public Affairs 12, no. 3 (Summer, 1983): 205-235. 

*Immanuel Kant, To Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch, in Immanuel Kant, 
Perpetual Peace and Other Essays, T. Humphrey, trans. (Indianapolis: Hackett, 
1983): 107-143. 
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Week 6: Nuclear Weapons in the Current Era 
 

Matthew Kroenig, Exporting the Bomb: Technology Transfer and the Spread of Nuclear 
Weapons (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2010). 

Francis J. Gavin, “Same As It Ever War: Nuclear Alarmism, Proliferation, and the Cold 
War,” International Security 34, no. 3 (Winter, 2009/2010): 7-37. 

Matthew Fuhrmann, “Spreading Temptation: Proliferation and Peaceful Nuclear 
Cooperation Agreements,” International Security 34, no. 1 (Summer, 2009): 7-41. 

Michael Horowitz, “The Spread of Nuclear Weapons and International Conflict: Does 
Experience Matter?” Journal of Conflict Resolution 53, no. 2 (April, 2009): 234-
257. 

Joseph Cirincione, “The Incredible Shrinking Missile Threat,” Foreign Policy 166 
(May/June, 2008): 68-70. 

Llewelyn Hughes, “Why Japan Will Not Go Nuclear (Yet): International and Domestic 
Constraints on the Nuclearization of Japan,” International Security 31, no. 4 
(Spring, 2007): 67-96. 

*Etel Solingen, Nuclear Logics: Contrasting Paths in East Asia and the Middle East 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007). 

*Jacques E.C. Hymans, The Psychology of Nuclear Proliferation: Identity, Emotions, and 
Foreign Policy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006). 

Charles Glaser and Steve Fetter, “Counterforce Revisited: Assessing the Nuclear Posture 
Review’s New Missions,” International Security 30, no. 2 (Fall, 2005): 84-126. 

Alexander Montgomery, “Ringing In Proliferation: How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb 
Network,” International Security 30, no. 2 (Fall, 2005): 153-187. 

Joseph Cirincione, Jon Wolfsthal, and Miriam Rajkumar, Deadly Arsenals: Nuclear, 
Biological, and Chemical Threats, 2nd ed. (Washington, DC: Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 2005). 

Sonali Singh and Christopher Way, “The Correlates of Nuclear Proliferation: A 
Quantitative Test,” Journal of Conflict Resolution 48, no. 6 (December, 2004): 
859-885. 

Robert Powell, “Nuclear Deterrence Theory, Nuclear Proliferation, and National Missile 
Defense,” International Security 27, no. 4 (Spring, 2003): 86-118. 

Ariel E. Levite, “Never Say Never Again: Nuclear Reversal Revisited,” International 
Security 27, no. 3 (Winter, 2002/03): 59-88. 

James Lindsay and Michael O’Hanlon, “Missile Defense after the ABM Treaty,” The 
Washington Quarterly 25, no. 3 (Summer, 2002): 163-176 

Avery Goldstein, Deterrence in the 21st Century (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 
2002). 

Peter Liberman, “The Rise and Fall of the South African Bomb,” International Security 
26, no. 2 (Fall, 2001): 45-86. 

*Scott Sagan, “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons? Three Models in Search of a 
Bomb,” International Security 21, no. 3 (Winter, 1996-1997): 54-86. 

*Scott Sagan, “The Perils of Proliferation: Organization Theory, Deterrence Theory, and 
the Spread of Nuclear Weapons,” International Security 18, no. 4 (Spring, 1994): 
66-107. 

Peter D. Feaver, “Command and Control in Emerging Nuclear Nations,” International 
Security 17, no. 3 (Winter, 1992/93): 160-187. 
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Week 7: Asymmetric Warfare 
 
Films:  
 
 Black Hawk Down (2001) 
 Red Dawn (1984) – For amusement as much as anything 

*The Battle of Algiers (1966) 
*Lawrence of Arabia (1962) 

 
Readings: 
 

David Ucko, “Counterinsurgency and Its Discontents,” SWP Research Paper, Stiftung 
Wissenschaft und Politik, Berlin, April 2011. Available at: http://swp-
berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/research_papers/2011_RP06_uck_ks.pdf. 

Jason Lyall, “Do Democracies Make Inferior Counterinsurgents? Reassessing 
Democracy’s Impact on War Outcomes and Duration,” International 
Organization 64, no. 1 (Winter, 2010): 167-192. 

David Kilcullen, Counterinsurgency (New York: Oxford, 2010). 
Jason Lyall and Isaiah Wilson, “Rage Against the Machines: Explaining Outcomes in 

Counterinsurgency Wars,” International Organization 63, no. 1 (Winter, 2009): 
67-106. 

Jason Lyall, “Does Indiscriminate Violence Incite Insurgent Attacks? Evidence from 
Chechnya,” Journal of Conflict Resolution 53, no. 3 (June, 2009): 331-362. 

*David Kilcullen, The Accidental Guerrilla (New York: Oxford University Press, 2009). 
Barbara Walter, Reputation and Civil War: Why Separatist Conflicts are So Violent (New 

York: Cambridge University Press, 2009). 
Michal Gilligan and Ernest Sergenti, “Do UN Interventions Cause Peace? Using 

Matching to Improve Causal Inference,” Quarterly Journal of Political Science 3, 
no. 2 (July, 2008): 89-122. 

*Virginia Page Fortna, Does Peacekeeping Work? Shaping Belligerents’ Choices after 
Civil War (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008). 

Tanisha Fazal, State Death: The Politics and Geography of Conquest, Occupation, and 
Annexation (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007). 

Jeremy Weinstein, Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent Violence (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2007). 

*Stephen Biddle, “Seeing Baghdad, Thinking Saigon,” Foreign Affairs 85, no. 2 
(March/April 2006): 2-14. 

Michael Doyle and Nicholas Sambanis, Making War & Building Peace (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2006). 

*David Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare: Theory and Practice (Westport: Praeger, 
2006 [1964]). 

*Stathis Kalyvas, The Logic of Violence in Civil War (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2006). 

Richard Andres, Craig Wills, and Thomas Griffith, Jr., “Winning with Allies: The 
Strategic Value of the Afghan Model,” International Security 30, no. 3 (Winter 
2005/2006): 47-68. 
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Suzanne Werner and Amy Yuen, “Making and Keeping Peace,” International 
Organization 59, no. 2 (Spring, 2005): 261-292. 

Alexander Downes, “The Problem with Negotiated Settlements to Ethnic Civil Wars," 
Security Studies 13, no. 4 (Summer, 2004): 230-279. 

James Fearon and David Laitin, “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War,” American 
Political Science Review 97, no. 1 (February, 2003): 75-90. 

Michael Barnett, Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda (Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 2003). 

Martha Finnemore, The Purpose of Intervention: Changing Beliefs About the Use of 
Force (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2003). 

Gil Merom, How Democracies Lose Small Wars (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2003). 

*Samantha Power, A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide (New York: 
Harper, 2003). 

*John Nagl, Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife: Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya 
and Vietnam (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002). 

Alexander Downes, “The Holy Land Divided? Defending Partition as a Solution to 
Ethnic Wars,” Security Studies 10, no. 4 (Summer, 2001): 58-116. 

Alan Kuperman, The Limits of Humanitarian Intervention: Genocide in Rwanda 
(Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2001). 

Chaim Kaufmann, “Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Civil Wars,” 
International Security 20, no. 4 (Spring, 1996): 136-175. 

Michael Brown, “The Causes and Regional Dimensions of Internal Conflict,” in The 
International Dimensions of Internal Conflict, Michael Brown, ed. (Cambridge: 
MIT Press, 1996): 571-601. 

Robert Kaplan, “The Coming Anarchy,” Atlantic Monthly (February, 1994): 44-76. 
Barry Posen, “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict,” Survival 35, no. 1 (Spring, 

1993): 27-47. 
Andrew F. Krepinevich, Jr., The Army and Vietnam (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 1986). 
Robert Thompson, Defeating Communist Insurgency: The Lessons of Malaya and 

Vietnam (Westport: Praeger, 1966). 
*Mao Zedong, Mao-Tse-tung on Guerrilla Warfare, Samuel Griffith, trans. (Westport: 

Praeger, 1961). 
*T.E. Lawrence, “Science of Guerrilla Warfare,” Encyclopædia Britannica: Fourteenth 

Edition (London: Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 1929), vol. 10: Game to Gun-
Metal, pp. 950-953. 

*T.E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom (New York: Anchor, 1991 [1926]). 
 

Week 8: Terrorism 
 
Film: 
 
 The Siege (1999) 
 The Terrorist (1998) 
 *The Battle of Algiers (1966) 
 



9 
 

Readings: 
 

Matthew Bunn, et al., The U.S.-Russia Joint Threat Assessment on Nuclear Terrorism, 
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard Kennedy School, 
May 2011. Available at: http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/publication/21087/ 
usrussia_joint_threat_assessment_of_nuclear_terrorism.html. 

Erica Chenoweth, “Democratic Competition and Terrorist Activity,” Journal of Politics 
72: 1 (January, 2010): 16-30. 

“Terrorism: New Research,” Special Issue of Security Studies 18, no. 4 (December, 
2009). 

Jenna Jordan, “When Heads Roll: Assessing the Effectiveness of leadership 
Decapitation,” Security Studies 18, no. 4 (October, 2009): 719-755. 

*James Piazza, “Is Islamist Terrorism More Dangerous? An Empirical Study of Group 
Ideology, Organization, and Goal Structure,” Terrorism and Political Violence 
21, no. 1 (Autumn, 2009): 62-88. 

Assaf Moghadam, “Suicide Terrorism, Occupation, and the Globalization of Martyrdom: 
A Critique of Dying to Win,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism 29, no. 8 
(December, 2006): 707-729. 

*Max Abrahms, “Why Terrorism Does Not Work,” International Security 31, no. 2 (Fall, 
2006): 42-78. 

*Andrew Kydd and Barbara Walter, “Strategies of Terrorism,” International Security 31, 
no. 1 (Summer, 2006): 49-80. 

Audrey Kurth Cronin, “How al-Qaida Ends: The Decline and Demise of Terrorist 
Groups,” International Security 31, no. 1 (Spring, 2006): 7-48. 

*Bruce Hoffman, Inside Terrorism, revised and expanded ed. (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 2006). 

Robert Pape, Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terror (New York: Random 
House, 2005). 

Mia Bloom, Dying to Kill: The Allure of Suicide Terror (New York: Columbia University 
Press, 2004). 

Marc Sageman, Understanding Terror Networks (Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 2004). 

Robert Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science 
Review 97, no. 3 (August, 2003): 343-361. 

Paul Pillar, Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy (Washington, DC: Brookings Institution 
Press, 2001). 

*Richard Falkenrath, Robert Newman, and Bradley Thayer, America’s Achilles’ Heel: 
Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Terrorism and Covert Attack (Cambridge: 
MIT Press, 1998). 

 
Week 9: Technological Change, Space Security, and Cyber Warfare 
 

Resources available at: http://www.spacesecurity.org/. 
Resources linked at the Center for Defense Information’s Space Security Program site: 

http://www.cdi.org/program/index.cfm?programid=68. (Many reports are slightly 
outdated, but are useful for background and the breadth of topics covered.) 
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*Government Accountability Office, various reports on information security.  Available 
at: http://www.gao.gov/browse/topic/Information_Security. 

Robert Kahn, et al., “America’s Cyber Future: Security and Prosperity in the Information 
Age,” Report, Center for a New American Security (May 31, 2011), 2 vols.  
Available at: http://www.cnas.org/node/6405. 

Melissa Hathaway, "Cyber Policy: A National Imperative." Presentation, Washington, 
D.C. Science, Technology, and Public Policy Program, Belfer Center for Science 
and International Affairs, Harvard Kennedy School, March 1, 2011.  Available at: 
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/publication/20809/cyber_ policy.html. 

Richard Clarke and Robert Knake, Cyber War (New York: HarperCollins, 2011). 
Abraham Denmark and James Mulvenon, eds., “Contested Commons: The Future of 

American Power in a Multipolar World,” Report, Center for a New American 
Security (January 25, 2010). Available at: http://www.cnas.org/node/4012. 

Special Issue: The Revolution in Military Affairs, Journal of Strategic Studies 33, no. 4 
(August, 2010). 

Dima Adamsky, The Culture of Military Transformation (Stanford: Stanford University 
Press, 2010). 

*Peter Singer, Wired for War (New York: Penguin, 2010): Remainder. 
Martin Libicki, Cyberdeterrence and Cyberwar (Santa Monica: RAND, 2009). 
Air Command and Staff College, Space Research Electives Seminars, AU-18 Space 

Primer (Maxwell AFB: Air University Press, 2009).  Available at: http://space. 
au.af.mil/au-18-2009/index.htm. 

David Wright, Laura Grego, and Lisbeth Gronlund, The Physics of Space Security 
(Cambridge: American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 2005).  Available at: 
http://www.amacad.org/publications/rulesSpace.aspx. 

Robert Latham, Bombs and Bandwidth (New York: Free Press, 2003). 
Andrew Latham, “Warfare Transformed: A Braudelian Perspective on the ‘Revolution in 

Military Affairs,” European Journal of International Relations 8, no. 2 (June, 
2002): 231-266. 

*John Arquilla and David Ronfeldt, Networks and Netwars (Santa Monica: RAND, 
2001). 

Anthony Cordesman and John Cordesman, Cyber-threats, Information Warfare, and 
Critical Infrastructure Protection: Defending the U.S. Homeland (Westport: 
Praeger, 2001). 

*William Owens with Edward Offley, Lifting the Fog of War (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 2001). 

*Peter Feaver, “Blowback: Information Warfare and the Dynamics of Coercion,” 
Security Studies 7, no. 4 (Summer, 1998): 88-120. 

*Eliot Cohen, “A Revolution in Warfare,” Foreign Affairs 75, no. 2 (March/April, 1996): 
37-54. 

Martin Van Creveld, Technology and War (New York: Free Press, 1989). 
 
Week 10: Energy, the Environment, and Disease 
 

*Nils Petter Gleditsch, ed., Conflict and the Environment (Norwall: Kluwer, 2011).  
William Fallon and Helene Gayle, A Healthier, Safer, and More Prosperous World, 

Report of the CSIS Commission on Global Health Policy (March, 2010). 
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Available at: http://csis.org/publication/report-csis-commission-smart-global-
health-policy. 

Michael Levi, “Energy Security: An Agenda for Research,” Working Paper, Council on 
Foreign Relations, 2010. 

Jane McAdam, ed., Climate Change and Displacement: Multidisciplinary Perspectives 
(Portland: Hart, 2010). 

Keith Crane, et al., Imported Oil and U.S. National Security (Santa Monica: RAND, 
2009). 

Simon Dalby, Security and Environmental Change (Malden: Polity Press, 2009). 
Michael Klare, Rising Powers, Shrinking Planet: The New Geopolitics of Energy (New 

York: Henry Holt, 2009). 
Sarah Ladislaw, et al., A Roadmap for a Secure, Low-Carbon energy Economy: 

Balancing Energy Security and Climate Change (Washington, DC: Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, 2009). 

Richard Matthew, et al., eds., Global Environmental Change and Human Security 
(Cambridge: MIT Press, 2009). 

*Colin Kahl, States, Scarcity, and Civil Strife in the Developing World (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2008). 

*Andrew Price-Smith, Contagion and Chaos: Disease, Ecology, and National Security in 
the Era of Globalization (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2008). 

Eugene Gholz and Daryl Press, “Energy Alarmism: The Myths that Make Americans 
Worry about Oil,” Policy Analysis 589 (April 5, 2007). 

Alison Bashford, ed., Medicine at the Border: Disease, Globalization, and Security, 1850 
to the Present (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). 

Bruce Beaubouef, The Strategic Petroleum Reserve: U.S. Energy Security and Oil 
Politics, 1975-2005 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2007). 

*Daniel Yergin, “Ensuring Energy Security,” Foreign Affairs 85, no. 2 (March/April, 
2006): 69-82. 

Roger Stern, “Oil Market Power and United States National Security,” Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences 103, no. 5 (January, 2006): 1650-1655. 

Melinda Moore and Gary Cecchine, Infectious Disease and National Security: Strategic 
Information Needs (Santa Monica: RAND, 2006). 

Peter Chalk and Jennifer Bower, The Global Threat of New and Reemerging Infectious 
Diseases: Reconciling U.S. National Security Policy and Public Health Policy 
(Santa Monica: RAND, 2003). 

Michael Klare, Resource Wars: The New Landscape of Global Conflict (New York: 
Henry Holt, 2002). 

*Thomas Homer-Dixon, Environment, Scarcity, and Violence (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 2001). 

Paul Diehl and Nils Petter Gleditsch, Environmental Conflict: An Anthology (Boulder: 
Westview, 2000). 

Thomas Homer-Dixon and Jessica Blitt, Ecoviolence: The Links between Environment, 
Population, and Security (New York: Rowman Littlefield, 1998). 
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Week 11: Collective Security 
 

Vincent Pouliot, International Security in Practice: The Politics of NATO-Russia 
Diplomacy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010). 

Vincent Pouliot, “The Logic of Practicality: A Theory of Practice of Security 
Communities,” International Organization 62, no. 2 (Spring, 2008): 257-288. 

Jeremy Pressman, Warring Friends: Alliance Restraint in International Politics (Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 2008). 

*G. John Ikenberry, After Victory: Institutions, Strategic Restraint, and the Rebuilding of 
Order After Major Wars (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001). 

*Glenn Snyder, Alliance Politics (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1997). 
Michael N. Barnett, “Identity and Alliances in the Middle East,” in The Culture of 

National Security, Peter Katzenstein, ed.  (New York: Columbia University Press, 
1996): 400-447.  

John S. Duffield, Power Rules: The Evolution of NATO’s Conventional Force Posture 
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1995). 

James Morrow, “Arms Versus Allies: Trade-Offs in the Search for Security,” 
International Organization 47, no. 2 (Spring, 1993): 207-233. 

*Thomas J. Christensen and Jack Snyder, “Chain Gangs and Passed Bucks: Predicting 
Alliance Patterns in Multipolarity,” International Organization 44, no. 2 (Spring, 
1990): 137-168. 

Stephen Walt, The Origins of Alliances (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1987). 
*Robert Jervis, “Security Regimes,” International Organization 36, no. 2 (Spring, 1982): 

357-378. 
*Stephen Krasner, ed., International Regimes (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1981). 
Robert Jervis, “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma,” World Politics 30, no. 2 

(January, 1978): 167-214. 
Paul W. Schroeder, “Alliances, 1815-1945: Weapons of Power and Tools of 

Management,” in Historical Dimensions of National Security Problems, Klaus 
Knorr, ed. (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1976): 227-262.  

 
Week 12: Organizing for and Managing Security 
 
Film: 
 

Thirteen Days (2000) – Once you get past Costner’s terrible accent and the movie’s 
portrayal of his character (Kenneth O’Donnell) as a major, rather than minor, figure in 
the discussion, it does a reasonable job of highlighting policymakers’ concerns and the 
tensions on decision makers during a crisis. 

 
Readings: 
 

Amos Jordan, et al., eds. American National Security, 6th ed. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 2009): esp. Chapters 4-10. 

*Graham Allison and Philip Zelikow, Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, 2nd ed. (London: Longman, 1999). 
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Jonathan Bendor and Thomas H. Hammond, “Rethinking Allison’s Models,” American 
Political Science Review 86, no. 2 (June, 1992): 301-322. 

*James Q. Wilson, Bureaucracy (New York: Basic Books, 1991). 
Jack S. Levy, “Organizational Routines and the Causes of War,” International Studies 

Quarterly 30, no. 2 (June, 1986): 193-222. 
Morton H. Halperin, Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy (Washington, DC: 

Brookings Institution Press, 1974). 
Robert J. Art, “Bureaucratic Politics and American Foreign Policy: A Critique,” Policy 

Sciences 4, no. 4 (December, 1973): 467-490. 
*Stephen Krasner, “Are Bureaucracies Important? (Or Allison Wonderland),” Foreign 

Policy 7 (Summer, 1972): 159-179. 
 
Week 13: Intelligence 
 

*Loch Johnson and James Wirtz, Intelligence: The Secret World of Spies, 3rd ed. (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2011). 

Or Honig, “Surprise Attacks – Are They Inevitable? Moving Beyond the Orthodox-
Revisionist Dichotomy,” Security Studies 17, no. 1 (March, 2008): 72-106. 

John Diamond, The CIA and the Culture of Failure: U.S. Intelligence from the End of the 
Cold War (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2008). 

*Mark Lowenthal, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, 4th ed. (Washington, DC: CQ 
Press, 2008). 

*Richard Betts, Enemies of Intelligence: Knowledge & Power in American National 
Security (New York: Columbia University Press, 2007): Remainder. 

John Hedley, “Learning from Intelligence Failures,” International Journal of Intelligence 
and Counterintelligence 18, no. 3 (Fall, 2005): 435-450. 

Jack Davis, “Tensions in Analyst-Policymaker Relations: Opinions, Facts, and 
Evidence,” Kent Center Occasional Papers 2, no. 2 (January, 2003).  Available at: 
https://www.cia.gov/library/kent-center-occasional-papers/vol2no2.htm. 

Woodrow Kuhns, “Intelligence Failures; Forecasting and the Lessons of Epistemology,” 
in Paradoxes of Strategic Intelligence, Richard Betts and Thomas Mahnken, eds. 
(London: Frank Cass, 2003): 80-100. 

Thomas F. Troy, “The ‘Correct’ Definition of Intelligence,” International Journal of 
Intelligence and Counterintelligence 5, no. 4 (Winter, 1991/1992): 433-454. 

Winn Taplin, “Six Principles of Intelligence,” International Journal of Intelligence and 
Counterintelligence 3, no. 4 (Winter, 1989): 475-491. 

Richard Betts, “Surprise Despite Warning: Why Sudden Attacks Succeed,” Political 
Science Quarterly 95, no. 4 (Winter, 1980/1981): 551-572. 

Shlomo Gazit, “Estimates and Fortune-Telling in Intelligence Work,” International 
Security 4, no. 4 (Spring, 1980): 36-56. 

*Richard Betts, “Analysis, War and Decision: Why Intelligence Failures are Inevitable,” 
World Politics 31, no. 1 (October, 1978): 61-89. 

 
Week 14: Funding Security 
 

United States Defense Budget: http://comptroller.defense.gov/budget.html. 
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*Todd Harrison’s writings on the U.S. defense budget: http://www.csbaonline.org/about/ 
people/tharrison/. 

Adams, Gordon and Matthew Leatherman. "A Leaner and Meaner Defense: How to Cut 
the Pentagon's Budget While Improving Its Performance," Foreign Affairs 90, no. 
1 (January/February, 2011): 139-52. 

*Gordon Adams and Rebecca Williams, A New Way Forward: Rebalancing Security 
Assistance Programs and Authorities (Washington, DC: Stimson Center, 2011). 

*Travis Sharp, “Vision Meets Reality: 2010 QDR and 2011 Defense Budget,” Policy 
Brief, Center for a New American Security (February 1, 2010).  Available at: 
http://www.cnas.org/node/4054. 

Michael O’Hanlon, The Science of War (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009): 
Chapter 1. 

Ethan Kapstein, The Political Economy of National Security (New York: McGraw-Hill, 
1992). 

 
Week 15: What is to be done? 
 

Paul MacDonald and Joseph Parent, “Graceful Decline? The Surprising Success of Great 
Power Retrenchment,” International Security 35, no. 4 (Spring, 2011): 7-44. 

John Mearsheimer, "Imperial by Design," The National Interest 111 (January/February, 
2011): 16-34.  

Joseph Nye, The Future of Power (New York: PublicAffairs, 2011). 
Wayne Porter and Mark Mykleby (“Mr. Y”), “A National Strategic Narrative,” 

Monograph, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars (2011).  
Available at: http://www.wilsoncenter.org/events/docs/ 
ANationalStrategicNarrative.pdf.  

Richard Betts, "Conflict or Cooperation?" Foreign Affairs 89, no. 6 
(November/December 2010): 186-94. 

*Robert Gates, Quadrennial Defense Review Report (Washington, DC: United States 
Department of Defense, 2010): Remainder. 

*Robert Gates, Nuclear Posture Review Report (Washington, DC: United States 
Department of Defense, 2010): Remainder. 

Thomas Donnelly, "The Future of U.S. Military Power," Foreign Affairs 88, no. 6 
(November/December, 2009): 146-48.  

Philip Dur, "The Navy Is Vital for Power Projection," Foreign Affairs 88, no. 6 
(November/December, 2009): 148-50.  

Andrew Krepinevich, Jr., "Krepinevich Replies." Foreign Affairs 88, no. 6 
(November/December, 2009): 150-51.  

Aaron Friedberg and Robert Ross, “Is China a Military Threat?” The National Interest 
103 (September/October, 2009): 19-34. 

*Andrew Krepinevich, Jr., "The Pentagon's Wasting Assets," Foreign Affairs 88, no. 4 
(July/August, 2009): 18-33.  

Robert Gates, “A Balanced Strategy: Reprogramming the Pentagon for a New Age,” 
Foreign Affairs 88, no. 1 (January/February, 2009): 28-40.  

Stephen Brooks and William Wohlforth, World Out of Balance: International Relations 
and the Challenge of American Primacy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2008). 
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Richard Betts, “A Disciplined Defense,” Foreign Affairs 86, no. 6 (November/December: 
2007): 67-80.  

Adam Berinsky, “Assuming the Costs of War: Events, Elites, and American Public 
Support for Military Conflict,” Journal of Politics 69, no. 4 (November, 2007): 
975-997. 

*Ian Shapiro, Containment: Rebuilding a Strategy against Global Terror (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2007). 

Thomas Christensen, “Fostering Stability or Creating a Monster? The Rise of China and 
U.S. Policy Toward East Asia,” International Security 31, no. 1 (Summer, 2006): 
81-126. 

Christopher Layne, The Peace of Illusions: American Grand Strategy from 1940 to the 
Present (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2006). 

Aaron Friedberg, “The Future of U.S.-China Relations: Is Conflict Inevitable?” 
international Security 30, no. 2 (Fall, 2005): 7-45. 

Colin Dueck, “New Perspectives on American Grand Strategy: A Review Essay,” 
International Security28, no. 4 (Spring, 2004): 197-216. 

*Charles Krauthammer, “Democratic Realism: An American Foreign Policy for a 
Unipolar World,” 2004 Irving Kristol Lecture, American Enterprise Institute. 
Available at: http://www.aei.org/docLib/20040227_book755text.pdf. 

John Lewis Gaddis, Surprise, Security, and the American Experience (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 2004). 

Robert Art, A Grand Strategy for America (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2003). 
Thomas Christensen, “Posing Problems without Catching Up: China’s Rise and 

Challenges for U.S. Security Policy,” International Security 25, no. 4 (Spring, 
2001): 5-40. 

Michael Brown, et al., eds., America’s Strategic Choices (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997). 
*Charles Krauthammer, “The Unipolar Moment,” Foreign Affairs 70, no. 1 (1990/1991): 

23-33. 
Stephen Van Evera, “Primed for Peace: Europe After the Cold War,” International 

Security 15, no. 4 (Winter, 1990/1991): 7-57. 
John Mearsheimer, “Back to the Future: Instability in Europe After the Cold War,” 

International Security 15, no. 4 (Summer, 1990): 5-56. 
 

 


